1564              SEVEN MARTYRS AT SAMOSATA           [DEC. 9

On the third day of the festival, the emperor inquired whether none
among the magistrates contemned the gods, and whether they had all
performed the duty of sacrificing on this public c ccasion.   He was answered
that Hipparchus and Philotheus had for three years past constantly absented
themselves from the public worship of the gods.    Hereupon the emperor
gave orders that they should be conducted to the temple of Fortune and
compelled to offer sacrifice.    The messengers, coming to the house of
Hipparchus, found the seven above mentioned assembled together;  but
at first apprehended only Hipparchus and Philotheus.   The emperor asked
them why they contemned both him and the immortal gods ?   Hipparchus
said, " I blush to hear wood and stones called gods."   The emperor com-
manded that he should receive fifty stripes, with whips loaded with leaden
plummets, on the back, and then be confined in a dark dungeon.   Philotheus
being presented before him, the emperor promised to make him praetor,
and to bestow on him other preferments, if he complied.    The confessor
replied that honours upon such terms would be an ignominy, and that he
esteemed disgrace suffered for Christ the greatest of all honours.   He then
began to explain the creation of the world, and spoke with great eloquence*
The emperor interrupted him, saying he saw that he was a man of learning,
and that he would not put him to the torture, hoping that his own reason
would convince him of his errors.   But he gave orders that he should be
put in irons, and confined in a separate dungeon from that in- which
Hipparchus was detained.    In the meantime an order was sent to seize
the other five that were found With them.   The emperor put them in mind
that they were in the flower of their age, and exhorted them not to despise
the blessings of life.   They answered that faith in Christ is preferable to
life, adding that no treacherous artifices should draw them from their duty
to God:  " Especially," said they, " as we carry in our bodies the Body
and Blood of Christ.    Our bodies are consecrated by the touch of his
Body;  nor ought bodies which have been made holy to be prostituted
by offering an outrageous affront to the dignity to which they have been
raised."    The emperor entreated them to have pity on their youth and
not throw away their lives, swearing by the gods that if they persisted in
their obstinacy they should be unmercifully beaten and should miserably
perish.    He repeated they should be crucified like their master.   Their
answer was that they were not affrighted with torments.    The emperor
ordered that they should be chained and kept in separate dungeons, without
meat or drink, till the festival should be over.

The solemnity which was celebrated for several days in honour of the
gods being concluded, the emperor caused a tribunal to be erected without
the walls of the city, in a meadow near the banks of the Euphrates, and
the fields thereabouts were covered with rich hangings like tents. Maximian
having taken his seat, by his order the confessors were brought before him-